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“Tell me again, Mom,” said Naomi. “What is it 
you want to be?” 


Judith smiled. “| want to be a politician,” she 


said.‘‘l’m running for election as a school 
trustee.” 





Judith and her family were planning her 
Campaign. They sat around the table looking at 
a map that showed where all the voters lived. 
This was important because if she was to be 
elected, Judith had to reach as many people as 
possible and convince them to vote for her. 


Everyone in Judith’s family wanted to help. 
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“Can | vote for you, Mom?” asked Naomi. 


“You’re not old enough,” Judith laughed. “But 
you can help by letting people know I’m 
running for election. You can tell them why | 
would be a good school trustee.” 


“What will | tell them?’ Naomi wanted to know. 





“It’s all written here in Mom’s leaflet,” said 
Becky. 


“Pl put leaflets in all the mail boxes on Green 


Street,” said Rachel. “You can help me, 
Naomi.” 
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Judith also let people Know she wanted their 
vote by putting up signs. Her sign told them at a 
glance that she was interested in schools and 
education. 


“Have the signs gone up here, Leon?” Judith 
asked, pointing to a street on the map. 


“Not yet,” her husband replied. “That’s what 
Josh and | will be doing this afternoon. Six 
teams of helpers are working this morning as 
well, so that by the end of the day all the 
signs should be in place.” 


“That’s great news,” said Judith. “While you’re 
all doing your jobs, I’ll go from door to door ae 


introducing myself to the voters.” Judith Mejor 
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For weeks before the election, Judith talked 
to people — on the street, in their homes, 
and at meetings. 


Most people who agreed to support her also 
agreed to have one of her signs put in front of 
their homes. Then Judith’s children or her 
helpers would hammer a stake into the ground 
and staple a sign into place. 
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On the day of the election, Judith went to the 
polling station to vote. There she was givena 
ballot, along piece of paper with her name and 
the names of all the other candidates on it. 
Beside each name was a circle. Judith made 
an X in the circle beside the candidate she had 
chosen. Then she folded the sheet and put it 
into a slot in the top of the ballot box. 


In hundreds of polling stations that day, 
thousands of voters werechoosingtheir 
candidates. They were voting for mayors and 
council members as well as school trustees. 


At the end of the day, the polling stations 
closed and the counting of votes began. 


Judith sat with her family in front of the 
television, waiting for the results to be 
announced. She was tense and excited, | 
wondering if she had won or lost. 


At last she knew the people wanted her as 
trustee. She had won by one thousand votes! 
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Now that she was a member of the Board of 
Education, Judith had to attend many 
meetings, where she spoke for the people 
living in her area. 
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The schools she represented had a large 
number of children from other countries. 
Judith was able to join a committee of 
trustees from similar schools. 


The committee decided to report to the Board 
on the needs of the immigrant children in 
their areas. 
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Judith visited the principal of Hillcrest School 
to find out what was being done there. 


“We have English classes for children who have 
just arrived in this country,” he said. “We find 
that newcomers quickly learn the language, 
especially while playing with their friends in 
the school yard. We also have teachers from 
other countries on our staff.” 


“That’s an idea! would like to introduce into 
other schools,” said Judith. “It’s important that 
teachers understand the backgrounds of the 
children they teach.” 


Later, when she talked with the teachers, 
Judith heard how one class had held an 
international festival. Children from Greece, 
Italy, Portugal, Jamaica, India, Japan and other 
countries had prepared and brought to school 
the kinds of food they ate at home. 


“| remember how excited my daughter Rachel 
was that week,” Judith told the teachers. “She 
had no idea that the children she played with 
each day ate such interesting food.” 
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At recess, the principal introduced Judith to 
some of the students. She enjoyed hearing 
them talk about the games they played. 


“Children seem to play in the same sorts of 
ways wherever they are,’ she commented. 

“Only the names of the games change from one 
country to another.” 


“Hey, Mom!” 


“Hi, Mom!” came two voices from the back of 
the crowd. Rachel and Naomi weren't surprised 
to see their mother at school. She’d been there 
lots of times, first as a parent and now as 
a politician. 
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After she had visited many schools, Judith 
worked on her report in her office. She had 
found out a lot about immigrant children. 


Often they spoke another language at home. 
Sometimes they were the only members of 
their families who could speak English. When 
the family went shopping, these children 
helped their parents by translating for them. 
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In her report, Judith wrote that schools should 
help children learn more about the different 
people living in their community. Having 
international festivals was one good way of 
doing this. She had seen how much children 
enjoyed sharing each other’s language 

and customs. 


Judith finished her report, picked up the phone 
and dialed a number. 


“Hello, Josh? Could you and Becky cook dinner 
tonight? | have to chair a meeting. Your Dad 
should be home at the usual time and he can 
help you. Thanks, Josh. I’Il be there just 
after seven.” 
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Judith called the meeting to order. 


Every year the Board paid groups of dancers, 
actors, puppeteers and musicians to perform 
for the children, and this committee was 
meeting to decide which groups would 

be hired. 


The committee agreed to give money to all the 
groups who had performed last year. 





22 


However, two new groups had applied to the 
Board and there was only enough money 
for one. 


“I think we should have the mime troupe visit 
the schools,” one committee member said. 


“I'd rather spend the money on the new theatre 
group,” said another. 
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When she got home, Judith found Josh and 
Becky in the kitchen cooking the meal. Rachel 
and Naomi were setting the table, and Leon 
had prepared a salad. 


“I’m certainly glad we can all share the 
housework,” said Judith. “It’s marvellous to 
come home to a dinner that smells so 
delicious.” 


The cooks grinned. 


“Wait till you taste it before you compliment 
them,” joked Leon. 
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During the meal, which was delicious, the 
family talked about their summer vacation. 


“A cottage in the country,” said Leon, ‘“‘away 
from everything. That’s my idea of a holiday.” 


“Camping,” said Rachel. 


“Camping,” said Josh. 
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“Camping,” said Becky. 
“Camping,” said Naomi. 


“Oh, no!” said Judith. 





The conversation lasted into the evening. 
Before it was over, the living room table was 
covered with maps and everyone had hada 
chance to speak. But only one person had 
changed his mind. 


“Camping is so much work,” said Judith. 
“| want to lie in the sun and relax.” 
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“You can, Mom,” said Josh. “We'll all share the 
work the way we do here.” 


“Let’s take a vote,” said Becky, smiling at her 
mother. “All those in favour of camping, raise 
your hands.” 
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